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On Friday 27th of May DCRC 
Cairns held its first Golf Day as 
our major fundraising event for 
2011.   

 
I canôt thank our 13 major 
sponsors enough for getting 
behind DCRCôs Fundraising Golf 
Day.  We were also fortunate 
enough to get a lot of support 
from our minor sponsors who 
have provided both raffle prizes 
and merchandise for our player 
packs which were very well 
received by all our players on the 
day. We really appreciate the 
support that local businesses and 
businesses further afield have 
given to DCRC ï without this 
support we could not have put 
the Golf Day together.   

 
In total we had more than 80 
players participate in our First 
Golf Day and there was some 
fierce competition for first place 
which resulted in a requirement 
for a count back on the back 9 

holes to determine the winner.    

We happily announce that the 
winners of DCRCõs Golf Day 2011 

were:  

1st Place Luke Bishopõs team 

2nd Place The Orsomes team 

3rd Place Warrick Prestonõs team 

 

We are particularly grateful to 
51FNQR Commanding Officer 
LtCol Steve Brain  for taking 
time out of his busy schedule to 
come and play on the day.  

 

  A big thank you to all our 

Committee Members who 

contributed to the Golf Day and 

helped in the months leading up 

to our big day.   We would also 

like to thank Greg Ferry and the 

staff at Half Moon Bay Golf 

Course for running the day for 

us.  We hope that any future 

days will only be bigger and 

better than 2011õs. 

  

Inside this edition...  

DCRC Golf Day  

1ST PLACE 
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DCRC GOLF DAY 2011 

2ND PLACE 
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3RD PLACE 
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Thank you to our Golf Day Sponsors  
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From The President...  

Wow, half the year has gone and we are fast 
approaching Christmas. 

 

What an event packed six months this has 
been, I know the committee members would 
agree with me in saying our BIG events are 
overé. Hallelujah!!! 

 

Itõs great to see our members taking full 
advantage of all the excellent courses and 
workshops that we have held over the last few 
months, it has been received, with a lot of 
enthusiasm and positive feed back from the 
members who have attended, these have 
included:  

 

  Make up session with Sandie Baxter. 

   PPP Parenting Courise 

  First Aid Course ð Trudie Lamberton.  

  Rock Your Camera ð Elisa Dingle. 

  Six weeks challenge ð Contours. 

  Baby massage. 

  Employment WorkshopñChristine        

    Ratcliffe  

 

 

Children both big and small enjoyed a fun filled 
morning hopping on board the Kuranda ð 
Freshwater Train, jumping off at Freshwater 
Station for morning tea then travelling back to 
central by bus. It is great to see so many 
families that are attending Wednesday 
playgroup. Iõm happy to announce the Friday 
playgroup session; has recommenced 9:30 ð 12 
pm. $4 per family please bring a piece of fruit 
to share.  

 

Thank you to Damian Garty and Marcia at GO 
BOWLING it was very exciting to see so many 
keen bowlers out there! Another GO BOWLING 
day has been organised for Sunday 26 July 
2011. Limited spaces so book fast on 4053 9305 
or dcrccairns@bigpond.com 

 

 

For all the ladies who attended the Girls Night 
Out ð the ladies enjoyed a beautiful banquet of 
authentic Greek food from Fettaõs Greek 
Restaurant along with plate smashing, belly 
dancing and getting up to òZorbaó with a few 
glasses of wine what else could a girl ask for? 

 

Please donõt forget to RSVP for our òWalk on 
the Thai Sideó Friday 1st July, $50 includes two 
course dinner also bus transportation from 
Bentley Park, return.  

Please check the website for details.  

 

GOLF DAY HUGE SUCCESS!!! 

Thank you to all our sponsors and players for 
making the day possible, with teams hassling 
for positions and making the most of the 
beautiful sunny conditions in Cairns, a few 
teams tried to improve their game by having a 
few to many slushieõs than their opponents. 

It could not of been possible without the 
dedication of the team behind the scenes 
particularly to Kara Preston.  Kara worked 
tirelessly for 6 months ringing companies for 
sponsorship only to be told òNo sorry we are in 
hard timesó but did that deter the actions of 
Kara, No! Kara tried harder and to her 
wonderful determination she secured 13 
sponsors. A big thank you Leah Lees, without 
her help our 30+ prizes for the raffles would 
have been far less. Last but not least Rebecca 
Schilg our Secretary; she has put so much effort 
energy and hours of work into designing the 
great flyers, sponsor letters & thankyou letters. 
Without their commitment and the rest of the 
committeeõs, the golf day wouldnõt be the 
success that it was. Thank you for a brilliant 
day! 
 

  
 
 

                   DCRC President 

mailto:dcrccairns@bigpond.com
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51st Battalion, The Far North Queensland Regiment  

ôEyes and Ears of the Northõ 

On behalf of all members of the 
51st Battalion, The Far North 
Queensland Regiment (51 FNQR), 
and myself as the Commanding 
Officer, I wish you a hearty 
welcome to 2011 and this June 
edition of 2011 Tropic Topics. As 
this is my first welcome to the 
families at DCRC, let me 

reiterate my words from the DCO Family Welcome, 
for those new to the Far North and Cairns, I offer to 
you a special welcome and hope you find this 
fantastic community of Cairns welcoming and 
friendly.  

 
51 FNQR is a ôRegional Force 
Surveillance Unitõ (RFSU) and is a 
high profile unit that contributes 
directly to Australiaõs National 
Surveillance Plan. 51 FNQR has an 
immense area of responsibility, 
and as such, a large number of 
our personnel are spread between 
Innisfail through Cape York to the 

islands bordering Papua New Guinea and to the 
north and west of the Northern Territory border. 
Such distances and isolation pose unique challenges 
not only to the Unit, but more importantly to the 
welfare of our families. It is my number one welfare 
priority over the next two years to ensure that the 
Battalion members and their families are provided 
with timely care and support from 51 FNQR. DCO 
remains the critical enabling agency in this function. 
The DCRC is a crucial outlet for many spouses with 
children, especially as their partner is away ð out 
bush, on ship or on operations. I strongly encourage 
all families to become involved with both DCO and 
the DCRC on a routine or social basis. If issues arise 
that you find challenging please consider giving 
them a calléas you will find they are a great bunch 
of people.  
 
A little about myself, I am an Infantry Officer that 
has spent 23 years in the Army. I have done most of 
my soldiering in NQ, either Townsville or now Cairns. 
With an array of Regimental jobs under the belt, one 
highlight for the family was a posting to the Marine 
Corps Base, Quantico in Virginia. I am married to 
Cairns local girl, Sharon and we have two boys, 10 
and 6 y/o. We enjoy Cairns and it surrounds. I am 
my second year here and plan to explore the 
tablelands a little more.  
 

I will use this newsletter throughout the year to 
inform families of upcoming unit social events. All 
families of Defence, are welcome at any of the unitõs 
social functions at anytime. The unit has planned for 
activities that accommodate both children and 
adults. If there are any questions or queries 
throughout the year please contact the Unit Welfare 
Officer, Captain Nathaniel Gerhardt, on either 
telephone (07) 40459303  or mob 0427130891. 
Nathaniel will be available at anytime of the day and 
will assist with any question or issue with which the 
Unit can help.  
 
The big event on the Battalion 
social calendar event is the 
Battalion Cocktail Party . The 
Cocktail Party has been 
planned for Fri 17 June 2011 
at the Cairns Casino. It will be 
open to all family members 
and friends (wider family, 
work, sporting and social 
contacts as well as those from 
other services, community 
organisations, work and social 
contacts) over 18 years of age 
with entry cost at $55.00 per person. The Defence 
Reserves Support Council has sponsored the event 
and is assisting us in subsidising the tickets, for which 
we are most grateful. The Cocktail Party is again 
being supported by the fabulous 1 RAR Band. 
 
I am looking forward to the DCRC Golf day. I have 
released from work all unit members who wish to 
participate. I am not sure if we have any budding 
professionals but will have a few willing to enjoy the 
day out in support of a good cause.  
 
I look forward to meeting you all at DCRC events such 
as the bowling day or perhaps even crashing one of 
the ladies lunches in 2011. Good luck for the rest of 
the year and I hope all of the families enjoy their 
posting to Far North Queensland. 
 
 
S.W. BRAIN 
Lieutenant Colonel  
Commanding Officer 
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Just $50 -ORDER YOURS TODAY! 
(and ask your friends, family and neighbours to buy one too)  

Contact DCRC  on 4053 9305  or dcrccairns@bigpond.com  
Order/pay online at  http://dcrc -cairns.com/entertainment -books/  

 
 

This is a vital DCRC Fundraiser. $10 from every book sold will benefit DCRC and     
allow us to host even more exciting events for Defence Families in Cairns...   



 

Whatõs on @DCRCé   JUNE  
MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN 
  1 

Playgroup!  
9:30amñ12pm 
 

2 3 
Playgroup!  
9:30amñ12pm 
 

4 5 

6 
Bellies & Bubs  
9:30ñ11:30  
 

7  Craft Day  

9ñ11 am 

CROCHETING  

8 
Playgroup!  
9:30amñ12pm 
 

9 10 
Playgroup!  
9:30amñ12pm 
 

11 12 

13 
Bellies & Bubs  
9:30ñ11:30  
 
 

14 Craft Day  

9ñ11 am 

CROCHETING  

Committee  
Meeting @ 
11am  

15 
Playgroup!  
9:30amñ12pm 

16     17 
Playgroup!  
9:30amñ12pm 
 

18 19 

20 
Bellies & Bubs  
9:30ñ11:30  
 

21   Craft Day  

9ñ11 am 

CROCHETING  

22 
Playgroup!  
9:30amñ12pm 
 

23 24 Playgroup!  
9:30amñ12pm 
 

 

25 26 

27 

Bellies & Bubs  
9:30ñ11:30  
 

28    Craft Day  

9ñ11 am 

CROCHETING  

28 
Playgroup!  
9:30amñ12pm 
 

30 
 

   

** denotes on -site Childminding will be provided for a nominal fee  
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Whatõs on @DCRCé   JULY 
MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN 

    1 Playgroup!  
9:30amñ12pm 

GIRLS NIGHT 
OUT 

Walk on the  
 Thai Side 

2 3 

4 
Bellies & Bubs  
9:30ñ11:30  
 

5 Craft Day 
9:30ñ11:30  

BEADING 

  

6 
Playgroup!  
9:30amñ12pm 
 

7 8 
Playgroup!  
9:30amñ12pm 
 

9 10 

11 
Bellies & Bubs  
9:30ñ11:30  
 
 

12    Craft Day 
9:30ñ11:30  

BEADING 

  

13 
Playgroup!  
9:30amñ12pm 
 

14 15 
Playgroup!  
9:30amñ12pm 
 
 

16 17 

18 
Bellies & Bubs  
9:30ñ11:30  
 

19   Craft Day 
9:30ñ11:30  

BEADING 

  

 

20  
Playgroup!  
9:30amñ12pm 
 
 

21 
LADIES LUNCH 
Venue TBA  
12pm 

22 
Playgroup!  
9:30amñ12pm 
 

23 24 

25 
Bellies & Bubs  
9:30ñ11:30  
 
 
9 

25 Craft Day 
9:30ñ11:30  

BEADING 

  

 

27  
Playgroup!  
9:30amñ12pm 
 

28 29 
Playgroup!  
9:30amñ12pm 
 

30 31 
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** denotes on -site Childminding will be provided for a nominal fee  


