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Tinker Tailor Child Care  

It is with regret that we inform you that the Defence 

Community Recreation Centreõs Limited Hours Child Care 

service Tinker Tailor has ceased operating as of       

31 May, 2010.  It has been confirmed that the service 

is no longer financially viable due to a reduction in      

attendance numbers over the last six to twelve months.  

We would like to thank all our families for your support 

and sincerely apologise for any inconvenience caused.  

 

The Defence Community & Recreation Centre will be closed 

from   1pm on Friday 25th of  June and  reopen after the school 

holidays at   9am  on Tuesday 13th of  July 2010. 

 

Xtreme Tuesdays back on Tuesday 13th of  July 

Playgroup returns on Friday  16th of  July. 

 

We look forward to seeing everyone  next term and hope you 

have a fun and safe School Holidays!! 
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News From CMDR BOB HEFFEY,  

CO HMAS CAINRSé. 

CMDR Bob Heffey 

CO HMAS Cairns 

 

A Meeting of  Captains 
 

Story by Graham Davis 

 
 

There was a meeting of  captains at 
HMAS Cairns on Friday 23 April, but 
it was not what you might think. They 
were school captains from 15 Cairns 
secondary schools. Commanding      
Officer of  HMAS Cairns, CMDR Bob 
Heffey, invited the teenagers to his 
base for a School Captains Luncheon 
and Tour. School captains and a 
teacher/careers advisor or the school 
principal were invited. 
 
 

Representation was confined to three 
from each school. The visit included a 
tour of  patrol boat HMAS Launceston 
and survey motor launch HMAS 
Paluma. The tours allowed the visitors 
to see the different ships based at 
HMAS Cairns and talk to their shipõs         
companies. 
 
 

Talking to the sailors continued when 
CMDR Heffey hosted a luncheon on 
the Gags Patio ( part of the baseõs new 
cafeteria). He invited ten HMAS Cairns 
officers and sailors to join the        
teenagers to  explain more about the 
Navy. Described later as an excellent 
event and appreciated by all students 
and teachers, there was almost         
immediate feedback. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gordonvale State High School 
Teacher, Ms Patrice Honnef  wrote to 
CMDR Heffey reporting that two of  
the students who attended the      
luncheon, Danica Moller and Jason 
Sims, had spoken of  the visit at the 
schoolõs full parade. 
 

òThere were many students who have 
asked a number of  questions and if  
possible I would like to organise a tour 
for interested students later in the 
year?ó Ms Honnef asked of CMDR 
Heffey. 
 

CMDR Heffey has confirmed that due 

to the wonderful success of  this event 

he intends it to be an annual event in 

the week leading up to ANZAC Day. 

 

Photo: 
 

Pictured on Gags Patio are left to 
right, Gordonvale State High School 
Teacher Patrice Honnef  and School 
Captains, Danica Moller and Jason 
Simms and CO of  HMAS Cairns 
CMDR Bob Heffey 
 

Photo from Ms Patrice Honnef. 
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Redlo Ramblings 

 

Gail Macdonald 

Regional          

Education Liaison 

Officer 

Supporting your childõs literacy and numeracy development 
 
Literacy and numeracy skills are vital to ensuring your child has the best chance to succeed at school. 
Parents can assist childrenõs development in fun ways during their everyday activities. 
Here are some activities to help their development. 
 
Play word games when out together, such as playing ôI spyõ in the car. For young children you can 
use colours such as ôI spy something that is redõ. 
 
Sing songs or nursery rhymes while taking a walk, packing away toys or in the car. 
 
Play outdoors ð pouring water or sand into containers, scales or measuring containers allows your 
child to explore numeracy concepts 
 
Paint and draw ð art allows children to express themselves. As your child learns more words you 
may notice their paintings or drawings become more detailed. 
 
Dress up ð children practise their language and communication skills by playing ômake believeõ. 
 
Do a puzzle ð puzzles are a great way for children to learn about sizes, shapes and colours. 
 
Play with blocks ð concepts of size, numbers, patterns and problem-solving can be explored by 
playing with blocks. You can help extend your childõs mathematical and spatial concepts by giving 
them paper, pencil and a ruler for drawing their block buildings. 
 
Think out loud ð so your child can learn about how you solve problems. 
 
Ask your child open-ended questions ð this encourages them to practice expressing themselves 
and lets them know you value their thoughts. 
 
Read books ð reading together can be a special and relaxing time. It can help your child enjoy    
reading from a young age and give them a head start at school. 
 
Gail Macdonald 
REDLO 
Ph 07 4753 6532 

 

 

 

Fridays 9.30am to 12 noon 

Come and join the fun 

Safe, all weather play area 

Childrenõs craft activities 

New friends for you and your child 

Please bring a piece of fruit to share 

Cost $2 for the first child over one 

& 50cents for additional children 
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CMDR Bob Heffey 

CO HMAS Cairns 

Supercars on display at HMAS CAIRNS 
 

With the sun graciously making an appearance in Cairns after many weeks of torrential 
rain, the MG Car Club of Queensland FNQ Chapter breathed a sigh of relief. 
 

Sunday 11 April saw members from the MG Car Club of Queensland FNQ visit HMAS 
Cairns (CMDR Bob Heffey, CSM, RAN) for grand tour of the base and alongside ships, 
HMAS Bundaberg and HMAS Benalla. 
 

With many weeks of prior planning, juggling of vessel availability and of course awaiting 
fine weather everything finally fell into place. 
 

Twelve vehicles in convoy streamed into HMAS Cairns where they were greeted by     
Mr Bernard O'Connor and ABBM Lloyd Mais before conducting their tour. Of the twelve 
various vehicles that visited eight were well represented by MG's of varying vintages 
from 1950 to 2006 along with a pristine Austin Healy 3000, Triumph Stag and a Porsche 
911. The favourite of the day was a Red 1950 MGTD.  
 

The tour provided a fantastic opportunity for members of the public to attain first hand 
accounts of life at sea as well as living in and operating an ACPB. Of course a great deal 
of interest was displayed by members of the club in the mechanical configuration of an 
ACPB and believe it or not so was the Galley! After a group photo opportunity the MG 
Car Club group were given a detailed overview of the roles and make up a SML.        
Although vastly different to ACPB, the opportunity to experience a different sea going 
function of the Navy was well received. 
 

Before departing the base, the MG Car Club of Queensland expressed their thanks to 

highly proficient HMAS Cairns team for ensuring their experience with the Navy and 

HMAS Cairns was memorable one. 

News From CMDR BOB HEFFEY,  

Photograph: MG Car Club Visit to HMAS Cairns 
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From the MSO, DCO Cairns  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Christine Hillam 

Lieutenant Commander 

Military Support Officer 

DCO Cairns 

 
Defence Spouse / Partner Identity Card ð  

Navy, Army & Air Force  
 
 
In the past few weeks I have noticed a number of spouses have been accessing the 
Fitness Centre at HMAS CAIRNS. It is great to see them utilising this fantastic     
facility so I thought I would discuss the issue of spouse or partner identification 
cards. 
 
Why do I need a Defence ID? As the spouse or partner of an ADF member you may 
wonder why having your own identification card may be useful, there are some   
benefits and I will highlight a few. 
 
Defence recognised Spouses / Partners of Defence personnel can apply to have a 
Defence Spouse / Partners Identity Card. These ID cards allow the owner access 
to the base when your spouse or partner is not with you. Some examples of when 
you might do this is to welcome or farewell your loved one, attend social functions, 
or to use the Credit Union or Fitness Centre. 
 
The procedure to get a spouse / partner ID card is; 
 

1. Ensure PMKEYS data is up to date reflecting marital status / recognised     
 dependant information. 
 
2.   Contact Frances Hogan (SERCO SODEXO), at HMAS CAIRNS on 
 40420114. 
 
3.   Identification passes are done on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday       
 0930-1130 by appointment only. The SERCO SODEXO office is located on 
 level 1 of the Hyland Building at HMAS CAIRNS. Short term parking is 
 available off the service road. 
 
4.   Defence Member must accompany spouse and have a PMKeys print out 
 showing their spouse / partner as a recognised dependant. 
 
5.   Spouse / Partner must have other photo ID confirming their identity eg 
 Driver Licence 

 
 
Also, remember when you are out and about, to ask businesses if they give either a 

locals or Defence discount. You will find that a number of local providers do and 

there is no harm in asking, especially if it saves a few dollars. 

 

Christine Hillam 

Lieutenant Commander 

Military Support Officer 

DCO Cairns 
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From the MSO, DCO Cairns  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Christine Hillam 

Lieutenant Commander 

Military Support Officer 

DCO Cairns 

Reunion Travel  
 

Reunion Travel allows Defence 
members to make or receive 
reunion visits when they are 
s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  t h e i r             
dependants for Service       
reasons. 
 
A Dependant is defined as a 
spouse or Defence recognised 
partner, and/or children who 
normally live with the member. 
 

Who can use Reunion Travel? 
A member must be categorised 
as a Member with Dependants 
Unaccompanied (MWD(U)), or 
Member with Dependants 
Separated (MWD(S)) ï MWD
(S) is automatic for members 
posted to a seagoing ship. 
 
When can Reunion Travel be 
used?  
The member must be away 
from home for  continuous     
period of 2 calendar months or 
more. 
A member posted to a ship is 
eligible for reunion travel from 
any port in Australia, but this 
does not apply if the port the 
member would be travelling 
from is in the location where 
the memberôs dependants live. 
The member must have leave 
approved for the reunion. 
 

Can a Reunion Travel         
entitlement be transferred to 
my dependant/s? (óreverse 
reunion travelô) 

A member may transfer their 
entitlement to one or more    
dependants to travel from the 
dependantsô home location to 
where the member is located, 
in an Australian port, and back 
again. 

 
 
 
Defence will pay no more than 
the cost of a single fully flexed 
return economy class airfare 
from the memberôs place of 
duty to their dependantôs home 
location in Australia. 
 

How often can Reunion 
Travel be used?  

A member who is eligible for 
reunion travel may apply for a 
maximum of six reunion visits a 
year, or pro rata for a part of a 
year. 
For each reunion visit, Defence 
will pay no more than the cost 
of a return economy class    
airfare from the memberôs 
place of duty to their             
dependantôs home location in 
Australia. 
 

Can we make our own travel 
arrangements?  

The member or dependants 
may travel using their own 
means or arrange their own air 
travel. The maximum amount 
of reimbursement is the cost of 
the memberôs entitlement for a 
single fully flexed return airfare. 
 

I m p o r t a n t  N o t e :  T h e             
Operational requirements of 
the Unit / Ship will be the prime 
consideration so any plans 
may be subject to change at 
short notice. 

 

 

If you need any further 
information please      
contact the Customer 
Service Centre ï 
CAIRNS on 07 40420150 

or 1800Defence . 
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Andy is back  
from Gallipoli  

 

Hi everyone my name is Andy ŀƴŘ L ƘŜƭǇ ƭƻƻƪ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŦŜƴŎŜ CƻǊŎŜ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ 
College Redlynch. I get to go on some wonderful holidays and outings with the students. Recently I have 
accompanied Mr Aitken our Year 7 Co-ordinator to Gallipoli for ANZAC Day. We attended the Dawn Service 
and it was an awesome experience. We heard Mrs Quentin Bryce our Governor General make an address 
at the dawn service at ANZAC Cove and then later speak at the Lone Pine service. I  was already 
ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƘŜƴ aǊ !ƛǘƪŜƴΩǎ ǘƘŜƴ ǎǇƻƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƳŜΦ {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ 
friendly and made me feel special. We even had our photo taken together. Below you can see photos of 
the plaque that Brodi made, that we placed at the memorial at ANZAC Cove. I would like to say a big thank 
you to Mr Aitken for taking me to Gallipoli and for allowing me the opportunity to experience ANZAC Day 
with him. 
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